CHAPTER IX

riageable age fixed for a Ksatnya prince by the scriptures (dardkriyayogyaclasavi).

Dowry

The custom of giving dowry existed although, unlike now, it was not a
condition precedent to the marriage. When the ceremonies of marriage were
over the bridegroom received a dowry1 (7;^v;/^///) from the guardian of the bride
in proportion to the guardian's means and zeal {sattvdmtrilpa)* The daughter
was given away with the ornaments decking her person (mingaWankrta^ and
these ornaments along with the presents received by her from her relatives on
the occasion of her marriage,3 became her stndhcma.

PolygitMj

Although the Prajapatya marriage prevailed, and people, in general, wedded
a single wife, plurality of wives was not unknown. Nobles and rich men were
often wedded to several wives.4 All kings, portrayed by Kalidasa in his plays,
indulge without exception in a multiplicity of wives. The following makes
it clear how co-wives lived in peace: "Even to the extent of admitting a rival,
noble ladies who love their husbands, honour their spouses ; the great rivers
bear to the ocean the waters of many a tributary stream.5"

Caste-marriage

Ordinarily it was expected that a man should marry a woman of his own
caste and it appears from the passage quoted below that a girl of the hermitage
in ordinary course could marry a hermit alone. The Clown says: "Then indeed
let your Majesty quickly rescue her, that she may not fall into the hands of some
hermit whose head has turned greasy with the oil of the ifigudi fruit."6 But,
nevertheless, intercaste-marriages were not unknown, and we have a reference
to such a marriage in the phrase varndvarah**, i.e. born of a lower caste. In the
story Virasena (a general and half-brother of queen Dharim), born of a step-
mother of lower caste, is mentioned.

Some Remarks on Marriage

As we have seen above, marriage was meant for the accomplishment of an
end which was the 'performance of the social and religious duty in company8'
(Sahadharmacaranaya)\ this phrase was an essential injunction of the priest on the
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